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and the neglect of grammar and syntax. That is why
Canadians of French origin, whatever may be said to
the contrary, are bent on remaining within the circle of
light cast by France, a light which they want bright
and clear.

Language is only the expression of a proper genius
and the expression of this genius, if it exists, is to be
found not alone in literature under all its forms, but in
the arts and sciences. It is to be found, too, in public
education whose aim is to form the intelligence.

What happened in France, as elsewhere in Europe
especially during the Middle Ages, was repeated,
though on a smaller scale, in Canada. First through its
missionaries, then through its nuns and priests, par-
ticularly after Quebec had its own bishops, the Church
assumed the education of the people whose moral and
spiritual life it also undertook to direct. Incomplete and
even imperfect as it was, the work accomplished by the
Church at an heroic period is worthy of admiration
and deserves the gratitude of all Canadians. That work
was accomplished in spite of obstacles of every kind,
including the need to labour among a widespread popu-
lation whose principal preoccupation was to ensure its
own existence. The accusation often made against the
Church, that it kept in ignorance the people that had
taken root on the banks of the St. Lawrence, must be
branded as false and mendacious. Canada, in the days
before the conquest, had a system of public education
which compared very favourably with that of other
countries in all except superior education.1 In this field
very little had to suffice, because of the enormous
distances, the scattered population, the difficulty of

1 Cf. Chapter 3: A People is Born.